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NATIONAL PRAYER REQUESTS

Unemployment falls U.S.
employers eliminated 247,000
jobs last month, allowing the
unemployment rate to decrease to
9.4 percent, its first decline in 15
months. President Obama says he
believes the “worst may be

behind us” for the economy and
that it could be starting a slow
recovery.

Economic DepressionEconomic
woes are weighing heavily on
some Americans, so much so that
the federal government is
boosting financial support for
suicide prevention centers around
the nation. Richard McKeon, the
lead health adviser for suicide
prevention at the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration, says
calls to suicide crisis centers have
increased sharply in the past year,
with more than 57,000 calls in
July alone. He said about a
guarter of the calls were linked to

%7 X
el vy\v\l-”u* A
G
**‘V;%’*:’dq@

economic distress.

Home sales increasdJ.S. home
sales grew in the second quarter i
39 states, a sign, experts believe,
that the ailing housing market is
beginning to recover. The Nationa
Association of Realtors reports tot
quarterly sales rose 3.8 percent to
seasonally adjusted annual rate of
4.76 million. Sales posted quarterl
gains of 20 percent or more in
Idaho, Hawaii, New York,
Wisconsin and Nebraska. Alaska,
Wyoming, California, Colorado an
Michigan dropped by at least six
percent.

Francis Collins confirmed for

NIH post. The Senate has
confirmed prominent geneticist
Francis Collins as the new directot
of the National Institutes of Health
The NIH is the world’s largest
biomedical organization,
comprising of 27 institutes and
research centers that together
employs about 18,000 individuals.
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